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Abstract
Environmental awareness is essential for promoting sustainable development, particularly in
rural communities that depend heavily on natural resources for their livelihoods. However,
limited access to environmental information, inadequate awareness programmes, and
communication barriers often restrict community participation in environmental conservation.
In recent years, social media has emerged as an accessible and cost-effective platform for
disseminating information, encouraging public participation, and promoting environmentally
responsible behaviour. This paper examines the potential of social media initiatives in
enhancing environmental awareness among rural communities. It explores how platforms such
as Facebook, YouTube, WhatsApp, and Instagram can be utilized to communicate information
on waste management, water conservation, biodiversity protection, climate change, sustainable
agriculture, and renewable energy. The study also highlights the role of locally relevant digital
content, community-based campaigns, visual storytelling, and interactive communication in
improving environmental knowledge and engagement. Particular attention is given to the
opportunities and challenges associated with digital literacy, internet accessibility, language
diversity, misinformation, and sustained community participation. The paper argues that
effective social media initiatives, when combined with local institutions, educational
organizations, and community participation, can strengthen environmental consciousness and
encourage sustainable practices in rural areas. The study concludes that integrating digital
communication with grassroots environmental initiatives can contribute significantly to
building informed, engaged, and environmentally responsible rural communities.
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